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Wilma Elizabeth McDaniel (1918 —2007) was born near Stroud and attended schools in Creek County. Her father,

of Cherokee descent, was a sharecropper, and her mother was a homemaker. Wilma was “wrenched” from Oklahoma
at 17 years of age when her family migrated to California’s Central Valley in 1936. She began writing poetry at a
tender age but did not publish until she was in her 50s, ultimately producing over 50 chapbooks of poetry and prose.

Wilma Elizabeth McDaniel’s free verse poetry is written in everyday language, and her writing is uniquely placed

by time and geography. McDaniel’s writings convey the migrant experience of children, youth, and adults, her
appreciation of working-class people, perceptions of world events and popular culture, religious beliefs, and cultural
and gender differences. Anthologized in American working-class literature, her poetry reveals a deep appreciation for
common people and for her Oklahoma roots. McDaniel’s words frequently expressed her feelings about her childhood
in Oklahoma, her experiences of leaving and settling in a new place, and her observations of everyday life. Place
mattered greatly to her, and even though she left Oklahoma, she proudly identified as an Okie and continued to write
about her home state throughout her life. Her love for Oklahoma and its people was unshakable.

Poet Laureate of Tulare County, California, McDaniel was spotlighted in a National Geographic magazine article (1984)
by William Howarth and Chris Johns. Historian Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz shared how McDaniel influenced her in Red Dirt:

Growing Up Okie (2006). Academics Gerald Haslam and Janet Zandy included McDaniel’s poetry in several of their
books.

McDaniel also was the subject of an award-winning documentary, Down an Old Road: The Poetic Life of Wilma
Elizabeth McDaniel by Chris Simon, Sageland Media LLC (2001). More recently, Jeanie Harris authored a young adult
biography of McDaniel, Chasing Fireflies: The Dust Bowl Childhood of a Poet (2010).

“I love my native state of Oklahoma. It took the first seventeen years of my life and molded them for better or worse. My
character and attitude toward life was fairly well set by my last birthday in the state before starting the Dust Bowl exodus
to California. | regard the experiences of those early years as my precious legacy.” — Wilma Elizabeth McDaniel (1980)
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“I corresponded with Wilma Elizabeth McDaniel now and then, and | appreciated her plain speak. She spoke poignantly and directly from a world and a time that _ , _
honor of Wilma Elizabeth McDaniel.

defined Oklahoma history of the Dust Bowl. She was a natural poet. Her poems will stand the test of time.” — Joy Harjo, award-winning poet and musician, born in

Tulsa, OK, and member of the Mvskoke Nation
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2019 (announcement pending) 2011 Eddie Wilcoxen 2001  Carl Sennhenn 1977  Maggie Culver Fry

2017 Jeanetta Calhoun Mish 2009 Jim Barnes 1998 Joe Kreger 1970  Rudolph N. Hill (Emeritus)
2015 Benjamin Myers 2007 N. Scott Momaday 1997  Betty Shipley 1970 Leslie A. McRill

2013 Nathan Brown 2003 Francine Ringold 1995  Carol Hamilton 1966 Rudolph N. Hill

Additional Poets Laureate and Information: http://bit.ly/artsoklaureate
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2018 Renegade and Other Poems by Ron Wallace 2013  Nocturnes and Sometimes, Even | by Carl Sennhenn
2017  Strong Medicine by Sly Alley 2012 leaving Holes and Selected New Writings by Joe Dale Tate Nevaquaya
2016  Places | Was Dreaming by Loren Graham 2011  Elegy for Trains by Benjamin Myers
2015 Deep August by Jessica Isaacs 2010 Work is Love Made Visible: Poetry and Family Photographs by Jeanetta Calhoun Mish
2014  Red Dirt Roads by Yvonne Carpenter, Nancy Goodwin, Catherine McCraw, 2009 Two Tables Over by Nathan Brown
Clynell Reinschmiedt, and Carol Waters 2008 What Trees Know by Sandra Soli

Additional Winners and Information: http://bit.ly/libokbookawards

Project support from the Oklahoma State University Library, the Friends of the Oklahoma State University Library, Friends of Libraries in Oklahoma (FOLIO), and the Chlebda and Coghill Families in loving memory of Jim Chlebda. For more on this project, go to https://okla.st/mcdaniel.



